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MASONRY WORKS 

Level 1 

The level 1 Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF Level 1) for masonry works is 
considered as the Masonry Entry Level. The qualification is aimed at equipping the 
Assistant Mason with the right knowledge and skill to work with the Mason and 
Senior Mason. The Assistant Mason must be proficient in interpreting sketches and 
blueprints, working out material quantities, and ensuring the accuracy of vertical, 
horizontal and bearings of building elements like walls. 

Assistant Mason trainees are expected to undertake five mandatory and two 
optional courses, totalling 120 credit hours. This is made up of seven (7) units, with a 
credit value of Twelve (12).  

Evidence requirements for this level are: Question and Answers (QA), Direct 
Observation (DO), Witness Statement (WS), Personal Statement / Reflective Journal 
(PS/RJ) and Work Product (WP). A summary of the Level 3 Qualifications and Credits 
Framework (QCF) details are presented in the table below. 

 

LEVEL 1: MASONRY WORKS 

UNIT Credit 
Value 

UNIT 
REFERENCE 

GLH UNIT TITLE REMARK 

1 2 CONMS001L1 20 Health, Safety and Environment Mandatory 

2 1 CONMS002L1 10 Communication system in a work 
environment 

Mandatory 

3 1 CONMS003L1 10 Team Work in Construction 
Environment 

Mandatory 

4 2 CONMS004L1 20 Identification of equipment, 
material handling and storage 

Mandatory 

5 2 CONMS005L1 20 Site preparation and Excavation Optional 

6 3 CONMS006L1 30 Mix/Surface preparation and 
Bonding 

Mandatory 

7 1 CONMS007L1 10 Erection of temporary scaffolding Optional 
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There are five compulsory units (Units 1,2,3,4 and 6) and the other two optional 
units, to enable the Learner to qualify for QCF Level 1 as Assistant mason. There will 
be no simulation exercise; all pieces of evidence are to be obtained directly on site.  

At the end of the units, the Learner should: 

1. Know the basic health and safety requirement in the workplace environment 
2. Understand the importance of communication and teamwork in the 

workplace environment. 
3. Identify and use the right materials, tools and equipment for the work.  
4. Assist in the process of mix/surface preparation and Bonding 
5. Assist in the process of scaffold erection and dismantling   
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MASONRY WORKS 

Level 2 

Hitherto, masonry skills can be acquired informally by apprenticeship under an 
experienced tradesman. However, in contemporary times, formal training, tests, 
hands-on practices and/or apprenticeship are required for certification/qualification 
as a Mason in Nigeria. 

The Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF) Level 2 for masonry works is made up 
of seven (7) units, with a credit value of Thirty (30) and Guided Learning Hours (GLH) 
of Three hundred (300). Level 2 certification requires a minimum of 40 credits is 
required. 

Evidence requirements for this level are: Questions and Answers, Direct Observation 
of Learner’s performance, Recognition of Prior Learning, Witness testimony and 
Personal statement / Reflective account. The qualification summary for QCF Level 2 
in Masonry works is presented in the table below. 

 

LEVEL 2: MASONRY WORKS 

UNIT Credit 
Value 

UNIT REFERENCE UNIT TITLE REMARK 

1 4 CONMS001L2 Health, Safety and Environment Mandatory 

2 4 CONMS002L2 Communication system in a work 
environment 

Mandatory 

3 3 CONMS003L2 Team Work in Construction 
Environment 

Optional 

4 5 CONMS004L2 Set out masonry Structures Mandatory 

5 6 CONMS005L2 Erection of masonry works: using 
appropriate tools and equipment 

Mandatory 

6 6 CONMS006L2 Rendering and Finishes according 
to specification 

Optional 

7 4 CONMS007L2 Repair and Rectify Masonry 
structures 

Optional 

There are four (4) compulsory units (Units 1, 2, 4 and 5) and any other two units out 
of the other three (3) units, to enable the Learner to qualify for QCF Level II in 
Assistant mason. There will be no simulation exercise; all pieces of evidence are to be 
obtained directly on site. 



 

Page 4 of 6 
 

 

At the end of the units, the Learner should be able to: 
1. Know the basic health and safety requirement in the workplace environment 
2. Understand the importance of communication and teamwork in the 

workplace environment. 
3. Work in a team to achieve work, aim and objectives. 
4. Identify appropriate tools and equipment for various masonry activities in the 

building construction work. 
5. Carry out construction activities correctly. 

This qualification is for a Mason who needs to support the Senior Mason in carrying 
out masonry work.  



 

Page 5 of 6 
 

 

MASONRY WORKS 

Level 3 

Masonry works comprise of block, brick and stone works. Training in these areas 
requires in-depth knowledge of both basic and core competencies in masonry. The 
training enables clear-cut understanding of variations in block laying approaches by 
the craftsman. Same applies to bricklaying and stonework. 

The Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF) Level 3 for masonry works is made up 
of Nine (9) units, with a credit value of Forty (40) and Guided Learning Hours (GLH) of 
Four hundred (400). To obtain this certificate, a minimum of 40 credits is required. 

Evidence requirements for this level are: Question and Answers, Direct Observation 
of Learner’s performance, Recognition of Prior Learning, Witness testimony and 
Personal statement / Reflective account. The qualification summary for QCF Level 3 
in Masonry works is presented in the table below. 

 

LEVEL 3: MASONRY WORKS 

UNIT Credit 
Value 

UNIT REFERENCE UNIT TITLE REMARK 

1 4 CONMS001L3 Health, Safety and Environment Mandatory 

2 3 CONMS002L3 Communication system in a work 
environment 

Mandatory 

3 1 CONMS003L3 Team Work in Construction 
Environment 

Mandatory 

4 4 CONMS004L3 Special structures Mandatory 

5 9 CONMS005L3 Masonry Work in high-rise 
complex structures elements and 
techniques in construction 

Mandatory 

6 9 CONMS006L3 Plastering on Internal/External 
surfaces of masonry structures 
and POP works 

Mandatory 

7 4 CONMS007L3 Plan, organise and estimate works 
to meet the required standard 

Mandatory 

8 3 CONMS008L3 General knowledge of activities in 
building construction works 

Mandatory 

9 3 CONMS009L3 Waterproofing work on masonry 
structures 

Mandatory 
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There are six (6) compulsory units (Units 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7) and any other two units 
out of the other three (3) units, to enable the Learner to qualify for QCF Level III in  

Masonry works. There will be no simulation exercise; all pieces of evidence are to be 
obtained directly on site. 

At the end of the unit, the Learner should be able to: 
1. Know the basic health and safety requirement in the workplace environment 
2. Understand the importance of communication and teamwork in the 

workplace environment. 
3. Working in complex building structures and application of waterproofing 

materials.  
4. Carryout rendering/POP finishes  
5. Plan, organise, coordinate and estimate building works  

This qualification is for the Senior Mason. He needs to be familiar with assistant 
mason and masons job descriptions as well as coordination and also to carry out 
advanced masonry works. 
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